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W’EIEN Akahiro Kabe would leave
his plush home in Tokyo's western
suburbs for his dental practice in
nearby Tachikawa City, he had to
drive his red $750,000, turbo-charged
F-40 Ferrari within the speed limit
of d0kim/h.

“Moments hefore he lost cont:

. onthe thtn;wu&atltwnﬂhbit-

1of M

aleoﬁon Irnpmuven of Perron's

Mickey Mouse,” said Phil Scott, edi- |
_tor ul’ tha m-rht-iuﬁlnx Wheels

the same car on the highway south
of Alce Springs this week, killing

himself, his Japanese co-driver and  por

‘two Cannenball Run officials, Kabe

had thundered past & Porsche at and to obtai

220km/h.,

The day before Kabe had been
going even faster, clocking 285km/h
‘in a *flylng mile” time trial.

And the day before that, soon
after the start of the Run, one of
the .
Keith Pritchard, had made an omi-
nous phone call to his mother,
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Northern Territory’s highest quali-
fied motorist, the only Territorian
ever invited to compete in the
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“The Ferrari got caught behind a
Gommodore and Iooked to over-
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pulled back. Itlooled like he cangh
‘some gravel which uni thapal‘ shid-
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In an | nshn
the event Chief Minister Marshall
Perron bragged would “bring
lions of dollars worth of publicity"
to the Northern Territory, was
transformed. >

No longer was thls a case of good
PR. Here was blood-stained inter-

‘national Infamy and, upon exami-
‘nation, compelling evidence the

Cannonball Ran concept was funda-
mentally flawed from the start and
; ‘should never be raced again,

The guestions are now many. Was

safety, for both competitors and
other road users, given proper con-

sideration? Were the police opposed
point

but over-ruled? Were the
score speed requirements set too
high? Were the slow-down :unes
inmlequlalymarked?

And was the decision to stage ﬂm

event, and to continue it after the

tragedy, bued on the June 4 re-
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Moffat's post-crash reluctance to
be available to the media has also
contrasted sharply with the bucket
loads of pre-race hype,
“When we tell them (potential com- | |
petitors) that we have the blessing of | i

out there and give it a go."
Now ﬂlere is one less.







